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CHRIS HUMPHRIES

Developer says flexibility will aid green movement

Company/Agency:
Ecologistics, Birtcher Development
Title/position: Vice President

Tell the DIC readers about a defini t or event

in your life that shaped you and/or your career.

I worked summers for a swimming pool subcontractor
while I was in college. At the end of my last summer
working there, my boss and first mentor told me that he
liked construction as a career and thought that [ would like
it too. He offered me an internship, and it changed my life.

Do you have a mentor or personal hero who played a role
in helping you become the person and professional you

“My mentor is my current boss,

Jim Edwards. Our styles are
complementary in practice,

and his example of using patience

and tact are the things | most need

to incorporate into my professional

and personal interactions.”

are going to drastically increase public construction, there
are many contractors who will not or cannot compete for

that work. The lack of diversity in construction projects
will be a difficult adjustment for construction companies

are? Who was it and how did he/she impact your life? and their supply chains.

My mentor is my current boss, Jim Edwards. Our styles
are complementary in practice, and his example of using
patience and tact are the things 1 most need to
incorporate into my professional and personal
interactions,

If it were solely up to you, what project or bullding would
you most like to see happen In the region this year?

The 99W bypass.

What do you think is the biggest obstacle keeping
Portland’s built envii from moving fi l (e.g. the
economy, the city'’s bullding designreview process, etc.)?

Lack of income growth. Even over the past two “good”
economies, private wages have been flat and offset by
increasing costs,

What do you think Is the biggest challenge facing
Portland andy/or Oregon with regard to Its abllity to
remain a top player In the areas of sustainabllity, smart
growth, urban planning and/or transportation?

Believing our own press. It is easy to fall in love with a
particular way of thinking, mode of delivery or
technology. Sustainability is a dynamic goal, and it doesn't

ey Where do you see yourself In the next 5 years? In the

work well in a fixed system. We need to be open and next 10 years?
flexible i h. While this i t I think we can provide a system that can reduce e

ible in our approach. While this is not curren " . )
compatible \\'il]I: I:nost organizational formats, we!;lave to  greenhouse gases by 10 percent — directly with Toph (e Hive el syt ctcTemlopes
continually challenge what we think we know and what ~ construction design and planning, and indirectly through projecis ngforwide ahd eveh Woridwide. 1 ctks he .
we think is possible. Constantly back-casting can keep the application of our philosophy to other industries and climate change issue seriously and the next 10 years don't
you iri this mlndﬁel‘ our personal lives. look good for anyone if we can't change our focus quickly.
With regard to your to the " tion, What do you think Is the biggest challenge facing the Please share a little known fact about yourself,
what rola do you séa y PR durfng‘the ing  building Industry during the coming year, and how do you  something that people might be surprised to know.
year with regard to helping Portland and/or Oregon see yourself helping the Industry overcome that hurdie? 1lived in Zagreb, Yugoslavia for six months when I was
meet that challenge? Alack of private projects. Even though the govemnments  growing up.
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